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DECLARATION PREAMBLE 
 

Guided by Article 26 of the EU-ACP Cotonou Partnership Agreement 
(CPA) on ‘Youth Issues’, this ACP-EU JPA Youth Forum aims to “promote the 
skills, energy, innovation and potential of youth in order to enhance their 
economic, social and cultural opportunities and enlarge their employment 
opportunities in the productive sector” (Art. 26.b. CPA); 

 
Aiming to “promote the active participation of young citizens in public 

life as well as fostering student exchanges and interaction of ACP and EU 
youth organisations” (Art. 26.e. CPA); 

 
Referring to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDG), especially SDG 16, target 16.7 on ensuring ‘responsive, inclusive, 
participatory and representative decision-making at all levels’; 
 

Taking into account the recommendations of the African Union Youth 
Charter; the Caricom Civil Society Charter; the Pacific Youth Charter; and the 
European Youth Charter; 

 
Considering the topics of (i) trade and agriculture, (ii) environment and 

climate change; (iii) education and employment, and the three cross-cutting 
themes of (a) youth entrepreneurship, (b) women and gender equality, and 
(iii) digital inclusion and innovation. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
The 4th ACP-EU Youth Forum in Port au Prince, 
 
On the subject of education: 
 

1. Recommends that parliamentarians push for a decentralisation of 
opportunities, inter alia, through investment in education and 
opportunities for youth development, in both rural and urban contexts, 
in order to curb brain drain at the local and national levels. 
 

2. Recommends that parliamentarians establish indicators to better 
understand the accessibility of structures in societies, which 
allow for youth development, including, inter alia, education and 
leisure facilities and infrastructure, such as libraries and sports ground 
respectively, for youth well-being. 

 
3. Recommends that parliamentarians work to drive reforms in the 

education system to ensure a pragmatic education system which is 
relevant to local, national and regional realities; which teaches national 
and regional history in order to foster a sense of unity and integration 
and common understanding of local, national and regional heritages. 
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4. Recommends that parliamentarians support diversity in the 
education system, whereby training includes, inter alia, education on 
civic and moral codes; foster creativity via subjects such as fashion 
and artisanal production; trainings on geography, and in particular, 
agriculture and fisheries, or the green and blue economies 
respectively, in order to ensure that education provides choices to 
youth. 

 
5. Recommends that parliamentarians take the necessary steps with the 

Ministries of Education & Health to ensure sexual health education 
to curb early child birth and prostitution, especially concerning young 
girls; as well as the establishment of a medical insurance for youth, 
with special attention paid to ‘street children’. 

 
6. Recommends that parliamentarians take the necessary steps with the 

Ministries of Education & Finance, as well as private sector, to 
provide an education in finance, loans and tax systems, which can 
support youth start ups, and foster youth access to micro-credit 
schemes. 

 
7. Recommends that parliamentarians support initiatives to foster intra-

ACP learning, especially concerning trade and investment for 
development, inter alia, through intra-ACP exchanges. 

 
8. Recommends that parliamentarians push for an intra-Caribbean 

Erasmus+ scheme to foster regional learning and exchange, and 
ensure that Caribbean youth also benefit from the existing provisions 
under Erasmus+ and Erasmus Mundus for true ACP-EU youth 
exchanges. 
 

On youth participation and inclusion: 
 

9. Recommends that parliamentarians take the necessary steps to 
reinforce legal structures for youth inclusion in policy and 
decision-making, in line with SDG16, target 16.7, to ensure ‘youth 
mainstreaming’. 
 

10. Recommends that parliamentarians take the necessary steps to 
ensure that the Ministry of Youth is only charged with ‘youth’, in order 
to guarantee a dedicated, effective and targeted youth strategy, 
while recognising the importance of policy coherence with other 
Ministries. 

 
11. Recommends that parliamentarians act to reinforce capacities at the 

level of the regional organisations on youth affairs. 
 

12. Recommends that parliamentarians work together to give youth a 
consultative role in the analysis of national budgets. 
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13. Recommends that parliamentarians work to ensure political 
continuity between government change-overs to guarantee that youth 
and society at large are not negatively impacted. 

 
14. Recommends that parliamentarians assist youth networks to foster 

their synergies and networking opportunities in the EU-ACP 
partnership, from the national, regional to international levels so that 
sustainable solutions can be found through partnership. 

 
15. Recommends that parliamentarians take the necessary steps with the 

respective Ministries to have a human-rights based approach to 
addressing disabilities and the issues of accessibility in EU and ACP 
societies. 

 
16. Recommends that parliamentarians support exchanges through 

twinning of young people, including members of youth parliaments 
across the EU and ACP regions. 

 
On entrepreneurship: 

 
17. Recommends that parliamentarians dedicate part of their budgets, 

and take the necessary steps with their respective ministries, to invest 
in youth-led and youth-owned organisations that are already 
providing solutions to the multi-faceted problems via targeted support 
to capacity building and technical support to their initiatives. 

 
18. Recommends that parliamentarians take the necessary steps to 

ensure all Ministries, and ACP and EU institutions, offer ACP and 
EU youth distant working opportunities, such as freelance 
contracts.  

 
19. Recommends that parliamentarians take the necessary steps with 

their respective ministries to support youth in tech through technology 
programmes that foster a digital education by raising awareness and 
youth engagement on issues including cyber-security, net-neutrality, 
e-reputation, crypto-currencies, and artificial intelligence amongst 
others.  

 
20. Recommends that parliamentarians assist youth organisation to 

leverage the opportunities provided by existing EU-ACP 
commitments and institutions, such as the European Investment Bank 
amongst others, to ensure that investment in youth 
entrepreneurship is reinvested in youth, while also ensuring a key 
focus on social entrepreneurship as a vector to enhance social well-
being. 
 

On employability: 
 

21. Recommends that parliamentarians work with youth to ensure that 
their volunteer activities are considered as professional 
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experience, which can lead to boosting youth employment through 
gaining additional skills and expertise, albeit in the voluntary context. 
 

22. Recommends that parliamentarians take the necessary steps to 
ensure all Ministries, and ACP and EU institutions, offer ACP and 
EU youth formal internship experiences. 

 
23. Recommends that parliamentarians encourage both private and 

public sector to provide formal opportunities for youth to build 
their skills, through having more flexible experience-building based 
professional immersion opportunities, which are less stringent on 
previous professional experiences. 
 

 
*** 


