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INTRODUCTION
Guided by the Article 26 of the EU-ACP Cotonou Agreement on ‘Youth
Issues’, this ACP-EU Youth Forum aims to “promote the skills, energy, innovation and
potential of youth in order to enhance their economic, social and cultural
opportunities and enlarge their employment opportunities in the productive sector”
(Art. 26 .b) and “promote the active participation of young citizens in public life as
well as fostering student exchanges and interaction of ACP and EU youth
organisations” (Art. 26. e);
Referring to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, 1 on No
Poverty, 2 on Zero hunger, 3 on Good health, 4 on Education, 5 on Gender equality,
8 on Good jobs and economic growth, 9 on innovation and infrastructure, 10 on
reduced inequalities, 13 on Protecting the planet, 14 on life below water, 15 on life
on land, 16 on Peace and Justice, and 17 on Partnership for the goals;
Taking into account the recommendations of the African Union Youth
Charter, especially Article 10 on Development, Article 11 on Youth Participation,
Article 13 on Education and Skills Development, Article 14 on Poverty Eradication
and Socio-economic Integration of Youth, Article 15 on Sustainable Livelihoods and
Youth Employment, and Article 19 on Sustainable Development and Protection of
the Environment;
Following the Youth Forum in Nairobi, the theme of education has emerged as the
subject that combines both the concerns of youth in the EU and ACP countries. In
view of the current food security issues, global warming and the need for young
people to build their skills for employability, the two other themes that were high on
the youth agenda were agriculture and climate change. Therefore, the themes
chosen for the ACP-EU Youth Forum in Malta are the ones affecting the youth in
both ACP and EU countries. Yet, while these three inter-linked issues of education,
agriculture and climate change directly affect youth, the youth have not been
included in addressing and developing solutions to these problems.
At the 3rd ACP-EU Youth Forum in Malta, we do not only want to speak of the
difficult situations that youth are facing; but we urge members of the Joint
Parliamentary Assembly (JPA) to move to action-oriented solutions by following
the three recommendations that have been elaborated upon by the ACP YPN Youth
Steering Committee and the ACP-EU Youth Forum to support youth involvement in
providing solutions to the issues faced in agriculture and trade, climate change and
the ACP-EU cooperation in education. Why? Because youth are regularly referred to
as being the future, but policy-makers can forget that youth are also the present.
How? The ACP YPN Steering Committee will do the first review of the
implementation of the actions in December 2017. The second and final review will
be in June 2018, the date when these actions should be completed. The objectives of
this initiative are to support inter-generational and inter-cultural dialogue, by
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mainstreaming youth in the elaboration, implementation and review process of
policy decision. This will not only empower the youth but also create a new dynamic
of cooperation that should serve to invigour and inspire the forthcoming postCotonou negotiations.
This document was drawn up over a period of six months deliberation with EU
and ACP youth who formed part of an online steering committee between the
Nairobi and Malta ACP-EU Youth Forums.
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TOPICS DISCUSSED
The following points have been discussed and refined at the the 3rd ACP-EU Youth
Forum in St. Julians, Malta, building on the work of the ACP YPN-led Youth Steering
Committee with participants from the 2nd ACP-EU Youth Forum in Nairobi Kenya.
These apply to both EU and ACP contexts.

Agriculture
1. Boost initiatives from the social and solidarity economy (SSE) and investment
in collateral free micro-credit systems that can offer incentives tailored to the
financial needs of young farmers. Moreover, financial institutions should
develop agricultural financing packages and loan products that target the
youth such as micro-finance and youth grants schemes. Agro-business should
therefore be supported through (1) the financing and the promotion of
practical training on agricultural and rural entrepreneurship, (2) the financing
and promotion of institutions that can support and train start-ups; and (3)
facilitating the creation of enabling platforms for cooperatives and
franchisers.
2. Foster regional trade between neighbouring countries by investing in public
network infrastructure to facilitate collaboration and reduce the price related
to the movement of goods. This is an essential measure for local markets in
order to achieve food security, and simultaneously reduce reliance on the
import of food from other continents. Trade should respect human rights
norms and seek to align with the principles of the Alternative Trade Mandate
endorsed by the European Parliament in January 2014.
3. Encourage Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) in schools
and link school curricula to on-going policy debates and developments in the
agriculture field. Reform of the agricultural curriculum must include
consultation with the youth and other relevant stakeholders whilst at the
same time introducing technical innovations such as irrigation, crop rotation
and digital innovation, and also providing farmers with better equipment,
and encouraging the establishment of cooperatives. On-farm training and
enterprise development training for the youth should form part of an
agricultural curriculum - particularly in value-added activities such as food
processing, packaging and trade with training in soft skills‘ development such
as communication, leadership and business skills.
4. Encourage local transformation of products in the agricultural sector [i.e.
through sustainable packaging solutions], in order to make them more
competitive on the international markets and more profitable for farmers.
Establish media partnerships to disseminate information on opportunities
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in agricultural development, sharing success stories of young role models in
agriculture and providing more interesting and contemporary portrayals of
agricultural careers. Provide youths in particular farming sectors with an
umbrella-body to assist with marketing.
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Climate change
1. Sensitize populations and especially the youth through sustainable income
generating activities by giving special scholarships/funds for sustainable,
environmentally friendly projects, including in the circular economy, to
support entrepreneurship in this sector.
2. Raise awareness and promote the crucial importance of respect for climate
change agreements in order to secure a sustainable and low carbon future
for young people, through education at all levels, media programmes and
political advocacy.
3. Emphasise the triangular linkage that exists on agriculture-climate-education
to encourage a new form of sustainable development education, which
encompasses all three topics. Subjects on issues such as climate change
should be taught from primary school onwards. Besides school programs,
green education initiatives from public and community organisations and
private organizations should be encouraged in order to sensitize local
communities about the benefits of eco-friendly behaviour.

Cooperation in Education
1. We should encourage Civic Education, in formal, informal and non-informal
settings to ensure that every youth is confident regarding the path he/she
chooses to follow and understands their wider civic responsibilities.
2. ACP countries and the EU should commit to the provision of internships and
volunteering programs on an inter and intra-regional basis to allow youth to
gain diverse experience in the field of their interest. This will boost the
intercultural dialogue so that young people can better comprehend the
challenges that lie ahead of them, and grow to become leaders able to take
decisions that benefit all beyond narrow national interests. The internship
should be financially sustainable, meaning that at least accommodation and
food should be provided, but ideally also travel and a reasonable stipend.
3. We encourage the introduction of mutually recognised systems of evaluation
(such as the ECTS) both in ACP countries and in the relations between ACP
and EU countries. It is undeniable that certain types of diplomas are universal
(such as Medicine, Languages, Engineering, Mathematics…). Taking this into
account, we encourage ACP and EU countries to enact bilateral or
multilateral agreements between universities to foster the movement of
young professionals without ‘barriers to entry’. By expanding Erasmus+ to
ACP countries and by implementing mutual recognition, as a type of
equivalence of diplomas and academic awards beyond the European borders,
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ACP and EU youth will finally be able to truly have the chance to widen their
knowledge and share their expertise.
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Conclusion
Recommendations for the ACP-EU Youth Forum 20172018 ACTION PLAN
We have drawn up three recommendations on each subject area, with
two specific actions at the nation and joint levels, in order to foster an EU-ACP
partnership that can be more effective through targeted actions with concrete
visible and communicable outcomes.

AGRICULTURE:
We invite parliamentarians to take the necessary steps with their respective
ministries in charge of agriculture and the economy to support and encourage
the training of young people in the agro-food sector at all levels of the chain by
increasing the budget allocated to agriculture and to finance the construction of
adequate and safe roads for the rapid transport of goods in remote areas.
EU & ACP level – national actions
We recommend parliamentarians to meet with their relevant ministries in
charge of agriculture and the economy to support and encourage the training of
young people in the agro-food sector at all levels of the chain, where necessary,
by increasing the budget allocated to agriculture and financing investments in
public network infrastructures.
EU & ACP JPA level – joint actions
The parliamentarians must bring one youth to the next EU-ACP Youth Forum
who can share their story on how they have benefitted from an internship in
their office/professionals training/exchange programme, which has fostered the
inclusion of their local knowledge, inter-generational and inter-cultural
exchange in an initiative in the filed of agriculture.
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CLIMATE CHANGE:
We invite parliamentarians to take the necessary steps with their respective
ministries in charge of the environment and education in order to pay particular
attention to the understanding of the phenomenon of global warming and to
make significant investments in the sector of the transitional energy and the
circular economy not only respectful of the environment but also and above all
creating local jobs of quality for young people.
EU & ACP level – national actions
We recommend parliamentarians to meet with their relevant ministries in
charge of the environment and education to support and encourage a greater
understanding of the phenomenon of global warming, investments in the sector
of the transitional energy and the circular economy, to stimulate actions which
contribute to respecting the environment, and also all creating local quality jobs
for young people.
EU & ACP JPA level – joint actions
The parliamentarians must bring one youth to the next EU-ACP Youth Forum
who can contribute by sharing their story on how they have benefitted from an
internship in their office/professionals training/exchange programme, which
has fostered the inclusion of local knowledge, inter-generational and intercultural exchange in an initiative in the field of climate change.
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COOPERATION IN EDUCATION:
We invite parliamentarians to take the necessary steps with their respective
ministries in charge of education and the interior in order to increase the
budgets allocated to education and to study the options available to us to
promote the free movement of young people from ACP countries within the EU
but also within the ACP countries.
EU & ACP– national actions
We recommend parliamentarians to meet with their relevant ministries in
charge of education and the interior to support and encourage increasing and
better-targeted budgets allocated to education and exchange programmes to
promote the free movement of young people between EU and ACP countries.
EU & ACP JPA– joint actions
The parliamentarians must bring one youth to the next EU-ACP Youth Forum
who can share their story on how they have benefitted from an internship in
their office/professionals training/exchange programme, which has fostered
local knowledge, inter-generational and inter-cultural exchange in an initiative in
the field of education.

***
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